
 

What was the outcome of the Perrinville Creek 

hearing by Phil Olbrechts 

Hearing Examiner Phil Olbrechts ruled against the City and in favor of the appellant on key points. He 

revoked the City of Edmonds’ SEPA Determination of Non‑Significance (DNS) for the Perrinville Creek 

project, finding that the City must address both public‑safety risks from the corroded ductile iron outfall 

pipe under the BNSF tracks and the loss of fish passage in the lower reach of the creek.[1][2] 

Practically, his decision requires the City to: 

• Treat the deteriorating pipe and associated infrastructure as a significant safety concern, with the 

risk of a potential train derailment if it fails.[1][2] 

• Restore or provide for fish passage along the lower portion of Perrinville Creek, coordinating with 

BNSF, WDFW, tribes, and adjacent owners (e.g., through a bridge or box culvert solution) rather 

than continuing to rely on the existing diversion and pipe.[2][1] 
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