
BeaconBeaconEdmondsEdmonds
Y O U R  H O M E T O W N  N E W S P A P E R

edmondsbeacon.com	 Vol. XL   Number 8	 February 19, 2026

The Edmonds City Council’s Public
Safety, Planning, Human Services and 

Personnel committee met Tuesday after-
noon to approve a parks department re-
organization focused on improving what 
they say is operational efficiency, and to 
review an update to the City’s authorized 
employee positions. 

Senior HR analyst 
Emily Wagener presented 
the City’s updated autho-
rized employee positions 
ordinance, reflecting 
changes incorporated 
into the 2026 budget. 
The changes mean the 
City could eliminate two 
police officer positions, 

end the Arts and Culture Program for 
2026, defund two parks maintenance 
worker positions, and reduce staffing at 
the wastewater treatment plant by one 
full-time equivalent (FTE).

(According to the City’s employment 
opportunities page, there are three open-
ing at the treatment plant: manager; sup-
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Two police jobs may be next
by CARLY B. DYKES
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see POSSIBLE CUTS page 12  u

The music lineup for the second annual
Edmonds Block Party – formerly 

known as Taste Edmonds – includes Hell’s 
Belles, the all-female AC/DC tribute, and 
Nite Wave, which plays ’80s new wave 
dance party anthems.

The Edmonds Chamber of Commerce 
event is 3-10 p.m. Aug. 7 (21-plus only); 
noon-10 p.m. Aug. 8 (21-plus after 8 p.m.) 
at Civic Center Playfield. Music from the 
main stage can be heard throughout the 
event, but the stage is accessible only to 
those 21 and over.

The main stage lineup also includes:
• The Little Lies: Fleetwood Mac tribute.
• Queen Mother: Queen tribute.

Photo courtesy Christine Mitchell
Hell’s Belles headlines the Edmonds Block Party 
main stage in August.

Photo courtesy Lee Lageschulte

Hell’s Belles and  
Nite Wave headline  
Edmonds Block Party

see BLOCK PARTY page 12  u

Festive red lanterns once again
adorn downtown Edmonds as 

the Multicultural Association of 
Edmonds (MAE) presents its fifth 
annual Lunar New Year Edmonds 
(LNYE) community event on Sat-
urday, Feb. 28.

Downtown Edmonds and Salish 
Crossing Edmonds merchants will 
participate in the festivities with a 
Red Envelope Walk Feb. 15-28. Par-
ticipating shops will hide a “lucky 
horse” (in celebration of the Year of 
the Horse) for visitors to find and 
earn a stamp on their Red Enve-
lope Walk card.

After collecting stamps from 12 or 
more businesses, participants can 
return their card to receive a red 
envelope filled with small treats. All 
completed cards submitted during 
the event will be entered into a draw-
ing to win a basket of local goods 
from participating businesses.

On Friday, Feb. 27, at 9:30 a.m., 
the Edmonds Bookshop hosts a 
children’s story time. MAE board 
member Dina Soy-Olson will read 
from “A Sweet New Year for Ren.”

The day of Lunar New Year Ed-
monds kicks off on Feb. 28 at 10 
a.m., with a storytime for kids at 
the Edmonds Library.

New this year: the ECA gym will 
be transformed into Celebration 
Hall, with family-friendly activi-
ties including art activities, Seattle 
Go games area, Jaiiya tea station, 
community support space, Chi-
nese calligraphy, and face painting. 
Doors open at 10:30 a.m. This event 
is free and open to the public. Tick-
ets are available now. 

“We are so excited for our fifth 
annual celebration,” said Multi-
cultural Association of Edmonds 
Board President Karin Mei Butler. 

More information: maedmonds.
org.

Lunar New 
Year adds 
an event

by BEACON STAFF
edmondseditor@yourbeacon.net

F our Democrats are on track to battle 
this year for an open Washington 
state House seat in a district stretch-

ing north from Seattle.
Longtime Rep. Cindy Ryu’s decision to 

challenge Sen. Jesse Salomon, a fellow 
Democrat, is opening up her seat in the 
32nd Legislative District. The safely blue 
district represents a slice of northwest Se-
attle, Shoreline, Lynnwood and Edmonds. 

Ryu has said she’s trying to unseat 
Salomon because she believes he’s too 
moderate. Both she and Salomon are 
already backing different contenders in 
the House contest. 

Three local city council members, two 
from Edmonds and one from Shoreline, 
and a startup founder have leaped into 
the race. 

Salomon and the district’s other dele-
gate in the statehouse, Rep. Lauren Davis, 
D-Seattle, have endorsed Chris Bloom-
quist, the owner of an environmental- and

Keith Scully, a Shoreline City
Council member who served 

a term as mayor, has formally 
launched his campaign for State 
House in the 32nd Legislative 
District, with an early lead in fund-
raising and local endorsements. 
The district includes a portion of 
Edmonds. Edmonds Councilmem-
bers Jenna Nand and Will Chen are 
vying for the same seat, as is Chris 
Bloomquist.

Scully is endorsed by leaders in 

Candidates for the open state House seat in the 32nd Legislative District, clockwise from top left: Jenna 
Nand, Will Chen, Keith Scully, and Chris Bloomquist.

Chinese New Year’s lanterns can now be 
seen throughout downtown Edmonds 
and other parts of town.

It’s getting CROWDED in the 32nd
Jenna Nand and Will Chen  
have competition from former 
mayor, startup founder

by JAKE GOLDSTEIN-STREET
washington state standard

see 32ND CROWDED page 7  u

Councilmembers 
Paine and Eck  
endorse Scully  
for House seat
Councilmembers Jenna Nand 
and Will Chen have already  
announced for the seat

by BEACON STAFF
edmondseditor@yourbeacon.net

see KEITH SCULLY page 7  u

Angie Feser
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Athlete of the Week
Congratulations to Meilin Over-
turf and Ryan Wicken on being 
named Kamiak’s Athletes of the 
Week! Meilin and Ryan had out-
standing performances at the 
district basketball tournament. 
Both showed incredible grit, de-

termination, and leadership. Meilin made crucial 
defensive stops that shifted momentum and kept 
her team competitive, consistently setting the tone 
with her hustle and awareness. Ryan delivered in 
key moments, hitting important shots that helped 
propel the team back into the championship game. His confi dence and composure under 
pressure stood out. Together, they embody the true spirit of Unifi ed athletics – perseverance, 
teamwork, positivity, and heart. Congratulations!
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Is proud to recognize outstanding
students in our community. D I A M O N D  P R O V I D E R

425-374-8218425-374-8218425-374-8218
827 128th St SW, Suite B

Everett, WA 98204
www.everettbraces.comwww.everettbraces.comwww.everettbraces.com

Meilin Overturf
Unifi ed Basketball

Ryan Wicken
Unifi ed Basketball

TRUSTED

Einar Johanson  
Window & Door

206-362-4031
www.ejseattle.com

Since 1957

Photo coourtesy Mary Ann Macomber
Sunday evening, during Mary Ann Macomber’s walk, she photographed the sun alignment 
behind the lighthouse,  creating an optical illusion and making it appear the beacon was 
illuminating the sky.

Through Your Lens |  
Beacon lights up evening sky?

Cascade Warbirds, an organization ded-
icated to the restoration, preservation, 
operation and public display of histori-
cally significant military aircraft, is offer-
ing scholarships for Private Pilot Ground 
School with introductory flights. The pro-
gram is designed to inspire young people 
to pursue careers in aviation.

Scholarships will be awarded in time for 
students to begin training with participat-

ing flight schools at the start of the season 
in April.

Cascade Warbirds has partnered with 
several Puget Sound–area flight schools 
to provide scholarship recipients with tu-
ition, books and supplies, along with two 
introductory instructional flights. Suc-
cessful completion of the ground school 
qualifies students to take the FAA Private 
Pilot Knowledge Exam.

The scholarship includes two instruc-
tional flights in a light aircraft, with the 
make and model matched to the student. 
The first flight will take place part way 
through the ground school course, based 
on the instructor’s recommendation. 

The second flight will occur after suc-
cessful completion of the course. Each 

Spread your wings with flight school scholarship

see FLIGHT SCHOLARSHIP page 10  u

The Mukilteo Kiwanis Club is back
with its second annual chili-chowder 

cookoff Saturday, March 7, building on the 
success of last year’s inaugural event with 
a larger venue, more competitors, and 
an expanded judging format.

After drawing an 
estimated 250–300 
attendees in its first 
year, the event has 
moved from Rosehill 
Community Center 
to the Mukilteo Boys 
& Girls Club, allowing 
for significantly more 
seating, better flow, 
and expanded parking 
options, including overflow 
parking at the nearby YMCA.

“We outgrew Rosehill in our very 
first year,” said Kiwanis president Pam 
Taylor. “That was a good problem to have.”

The new location offers space for up to 
25 tables and 250 chairs, nearly doubling 
seating capacity. Kiwanis has also stream-
lined check-in, separating online ticket 
holders from at-door purchases to reduce 
wait times.

Taylor said up to 20 chili and chowder 
entries are expected this year, including 
restaurants, community organizations, 
the police and fire departments, and new 
participants such as Sno-Isle Tech’s culi-
nary program.

Bring your appetites 
… and antacids

2nd annual Mukilteo Kiwanis chili-chowder cookoff set for March
by PAUL ARCHIPLEY

paul.beaconpub@gmail.com

Parking, a challenge last year, will be 
eased through coordination with the 
YMCA for overflow use.

As in year one, judging will be con-
ducted through a blind tasting 

process, with each entry 
identified only by num-

ber. Judges receive de-
tailed scoring sheets 
covering multiple 
criteria for both chili 
and chowder, includ-
ing flavor balance and 

spice level.
Returning judge Dode 

Carlson said the struc-
ture makes it easy to stay 

impartial.
“You don’t know who made what, 

and the sheets are really clear,” Carlson 
said. “You’re just judging what’s in the cup.”

Judges pace themselves with small tasting 
cups, bottled water – and, last year anyway, a 
bottle of Tums on the judges’ table.

Based on participant feedback, Kiwanis 
has expanded awards this year to include 
first, second, and third place finishes for 
both chili and chowder. Separate People’s 
Choice awards will again be determined 
by attendee voting.

Last year’s People’s Choice chili winner, 
The Red Cork, and chowder winner Ivar’s 
are both expected to return to defend 
their titles, Taylor said.

Doors open to the public at 5 p.m., with 
tasting running until 8 p.m. Beer and wine 
will be provided by Tapped, and back-
ground music will play throughout the 
evening.

After awards are announced, the space 
will transition into a casual social atmo-
sphere, with dancing scheduled from 8 to 
10 p.m. for those who want to stay.

To keep judging focused, no toppings 
such as cheese or sour cream will be 
allowed – entries will be judged strictly on 
the chili or chowder itself.

The cookoff serves as a major fund-
raiser for Kiwanis youth programs. Last 
year’s event netted about $13,000, with all 
proceeds going toward scholarships and 
community grants.

Combined with other fundraisers, Ki-
wanis expects to award about $45,000 in 
scholarships to local students this year.

Fundraising features will also include 
a silent auction with about 15 items and 
a popular “gift card tree” raffle, expanded 
this year to two trees, featuring donations 
from local restaurants and businesses.

Tickets are $20 in advance or $25 at the 
door. Taylor said community response has 
already been strong, with early ticket sales 
coming in before formal advertising began.

“With everything going on in the world, 
people want something fun to get out and 
do,” she said. “This event just hits the right 
note.”

BeaconBeacon
PublishingPublishing
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Sudoku solution
(Solution for last week’s Sudoku)

Answers to last week’s crossword

The Beacon invites readers to share story tips and 
ideas. If you see or know of some news deserving 
of coverage, email the editor at mukilteoeditor@
yourbeacon.net or edmondseditor@yourbeacon.
net, or call the newsroom at 425-347-5634.

News Tips

SUPPORT THE BEACON
Keep Local News Strong!

 While subscriptions fund much of our work, your  
additional support allows us to expand coverage, hire more  

reporters, and ensure The Beacon stays independent and strong.

DONATE TODAY

* Sponsorships and advertising may qualify as tax-deductible  
business expenses. Consult your tax advisor for details.

NOURISH TO 
FLOURISH

A LUNCH & LEARN EVENT
PRESENTED BY EDMONDS

VILLAGE CHEF & CHRISTY GOFF

THURSDAY, MARCH 12 | NOON
Join Edmonds Village Chef and 

Christy Goff for a look at how food 
can shape the aging journey. Explore 

how specifi c ingredients help 
memory, energy, mobility, and overall 
well-being. Discover simple, fl avorful 
ways to choose foods that support a 

healthier, more vibrant life.

Don’t miss our enlightening 
event!  RSVP today:

425-534-5100
21200 72nd Ave. W.
Edmonds, WA 98026
Independent Living
STELLARLIVING.COM/EDMONDS

Jamier Perry
Boys Wrestling
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Athlete of the Week
Junior Captain Jamier Perry is our 

Mav Athlete of the Week, as his 
work ethic sets him apart. Be-

yond daily practice and school, 
he lifts, runs, and travels to Arling-

ton twice a week for club training. That commit-
ment shows in his 32–10 record, a district title, 
and a no. 2 state ranking in 3A. One win from 
placing last year, Jamier now has his sights set 
high. As a vocal leader, he keeps teammates ac-
countable and focused.

Proudly Sponsored by
PERRINVILLE FAMILY DENTISTRY

Kumudra T. Soe, DMD
7533 Olympic View Dr. Ste. C – Edmonds

425-670-2392
w w w. Pe r r i n v i l l e Fa m i l y D e n t i s t r y . c o m

The Edmonds-based Asian Service Cen-
ter has elected and reelected their board of 
directors for 2026.

Alison Alfonzo Pence of Edmonds was 
reelected chair, while Michael Chong of 
Auburn was reelected treasurer. Two new 
members are Charles Liu of Mukilteo, vice 
chair, and Ridhima Tharad of Redmond, 
secretary. David Chan of Everett will re-
main on the executive board as the former 
past president.

“This has been a very successful year 
for the ASC,” said former ASC Vice Chair 
Will Chen, a Edmonds City councilmem-
ber. There are now three free English as a 
Second Language classes being offered at 
ASC headquarters on Highway 99 in Ed-
monds. “We have one student who is 97 
years young. This shows that you are never 
too old to learn something new.” 

Executive Director Robert Ha is looking 
into citizenship classes for an immigrant 
population eager be become U.S. citizens.

The ASC has already started the plan-
ning for the third annual Dragon Boat 
Festival July 31 at the Edmonds Waterfront 

The Port of Edmonds, in partnership 
with Hookup Hut, is launching Beyond 
the Breakwater,  a free workshop series 
designed to strengthen the local boating 
community through hands-on learning 
and direct engagement with industry pro-
fessionals. The series invites participants 
to build hands-on skills, connect with ex-
perts, and enjoy the vibrant culture of the 
Edmonds waterfront. 

Each Thursday evening session runs 
from 6:30–8 p.m. in the Port of Edmonds 
Commission Room and features a differ-
ent maritime partner sharing practical 
knowledge, classroom training, and on-
the-water experience: 

•	 Feb. 26: Tengu Charters 
•	 March 26: Coast Guard Auxiliary 
•	 April 23: To be announced 
•	 May 21: Compass Courses 
Participants may attend any or all ses-

sions. 
The inaugural workshop features Cap-

tain Kyle Hanada of Tengu Charters, who 
will introduce participants to one of the 
Pacific Northwest’s signature fishing tech-

Port of Edmonds introduces 
free maritime workshop series

Photo courtesy Tengu Charters
Captain Kyle Hanada of Tengu Charters.

niques, salmon mooching. Hanada will 
guide attendees through tying mooching 
leaders and rigging cut-plug herring using 
the traditional Tengu method. With more 
than 30 years of experience, Hanada is 
known for making fishing approachable 
and enjoyable for anglers of all levels. 

No prior experience is required.
All workshops are free and will be held 

in the Port of Edmonds Commission 
Room on the second floor of the Port Ad-
ministration Building at 471 Admiral Way. 
Attendees are encouraged to RSVP on the 
Port’s website to help staff plan for seating 
and refreshments, though drop-ins are al-
ways welcome. 

The Hookup Hut is a vending machine 
located at the Port of Edmonds next to 
the boat launch near Anthony’s Seafood 
Restaurant in front of H Dock.

RSVP: portofedmonds.gov/news/ed-
monds-events.

Asian Service Center 
names board of directors

The Edmonds Civic Roundtable, a non-
partisan group created to fostering civil 
discussions of Edmonds politics and oth-
er issues, will host  a Snohomish County 
nonprofit group founded in the wake of 
the Jan. 6 assault on the nation’s capital to 
promote local collaboration and civil dia-
logue.

Building Bridges was formed by two 
members of the Snohomish County 
Council from different sides of the polit-
ical spectrum who share a commitment to 
public service.

Founders Nate Nehring, of Arlington, a 
Republican who represents North Sno-
homish County, and Jared Mead, a Dem-
ocrat of Everett who represents south 
county communities, have turned “Build-
ing Bridges” into a resource for schools, 
colleges and nonprofits. 

“The Building Bridges program has nev-
er been more relevant than today, when 
we need genuine civil communication and 
collaboration to solve our problems,” said 
Gil Morgan, Civic Roundtable chairperson. 
“We are pleased to bring them to Edmonds 

as our own City government is facing key 
political and financial decisions.”   

Mead and Nehring will present a history 
of their program and its operation and lead 
a tabletop exercise in which they will help 
participants understand and use some of 
the techniques they have developed to fos-
ter communication and trust.

The program is 6:30 p.m. March 2 at the 
Edmonds Waterfront Center, 220 Railroad 
Ave. There is no charge to attend the event, 
but seating is limited.

Register edmondscivicroundtable.org.

Edmonds Civic Roundtable to host founders of Building Bridges

Photo by Brian Soergel/Edmonds Beacon
Asian Service Center members David Chan, left, Ali-
son Pence, and Will Chen with U.S. Rep Rick Larsen at 
a Lunar New Year Edmonds event in February 2025.

Center. 
Recently, the Lynnwood mayor and City 

Council honored the ASC with a procla-
mation for their work in the community. 
“We are absolutely thrilled to be recog-
nized in this way,” board President Pence 
said. “Our work continues in the commu-
nity whether we are recognized or not. We 
do this because it’s the right thing to do.”
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Feb. 16
ALARM: 11700 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Two alarms were 

reported at the same location; officers checked and found 
the business closed all day with nothing suspicious.

DV: 10000 blk 64th Pl W: Subject was arrested for domes-
tic violence assault.

CIVIL: 12100 blk Greenhaven Ln: Officers conducted a 
civil standby.

FOLLOW UP: 10500 47th Pl W: Follow-up investigation 
conducted.

COLLISION: 10700 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Officers respond-
ed to a two-vehicle blocking collision in the northbound lanes of 
SR 525; no injuries were reported and one vehicle was towed.

911: 10000 blk 50th Pl W: 911 call reported.

911: 704 10th St: 911 call reported.

TRAFFIC: 900 blk Front St: Traffic-related incident 
reported.

FOLLOW UP: 10500 47th Pl W: Follow-up conducted.

FOLLOW UP: 4600 blk Chennault Beach Rd: Follow-up 
conducted.

PUBLIC ASSIST: 8500 blk 46th Pl W: Public assistance 
provided.

PUBLIC ASSIST: 300 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Public 
assistance provided.

911: 11200 blk Mukilteo Speedway: 911 call reported.
�

Feb. 15
FIREWORKS: 600 blk Front St: Officers checked the area 

and surrounding neighborhoods after a report of fireworks 
but found nothing observed.

WARRANT: 7600 blk 44th Ave W: Officers contacted 
subjects working on a broken-down vehicle; warrants were 
not arrestable and subjects were warned.

FOLLOW UP: 12500 blk Evergreen Dr: Follow-up investi-
gation conducted.

911: 11800 blk Mukilteo Speedway: 911 call reported; no 
additional information available.

ANIMAL: 12400 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Two dogs were 
found and transported to PAWS.

CIVIL: 11100 blk Chennault Beach Rd: Caller asked 
questions regarding court orders.

FOLLOW UP: 4100 blk SR 526 WB: Follow-up conducted 
related to a prior incident.

SUSPICIOUS: 7600 blk 44th Ave W: Suspicious activity 
reported; no further details available.

TRAFFIC: SR 526 SW / Paine Field Blvd: Traffic-related 
incident reported.

ALARM: 7200 blk 44th Pl W: Alarm reported.

Feb. 14
ORDER VIOLATION: 4100 blk SR 526 WB: Officer 

observed an order violation during a traffic stop; the respon-
dent was arrested and booked into Snohomish County Jail.

ANIMAL: 8900 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Officer located 
a small dog in the roadway and transported it to the police 
department.

911: 5000 blk 88th St SW: 911 call reported.

911: 5700 blk 94th Pl SW: 911 call reported.

FOLLOW UP: 10500 47th Pl W: Follow-up conducted.

COLLISION: 900 blk 1st St: Traffic collision reported.

ALARM: 11900 blk Preswick Ln: Alarm reported.

TRESPASS: 8500 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Subject was 
formally trespassed at the request of staff and left afterward.

PAPER SERVICE: 10500 47th Pl W: Paper service 
conducted.

WELFARE CHECK: 11100 blk Chennault Beach Rd: 
Welfare check requested; subject was OK.

CIVIL: 5200 blk 87th Pl SW: Civil issue reported.

911: 11900 blk 59th Ave W: 911 call reported.

PUBLIC ASSIST: 600 blk Possession View Ln: Public 
assist provided.

ALARM: 11800 blk Beverly Park Rd: Alarm reported.

SUSPICIOUS: 1900 blk Clover Pl: Officer located an 
abandoned vehicle linked to a warrant subject; the vehicle 
was impounded for blocking a driveway.

SUSPICIOUS: 11700 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Officer 
contacted a male in a running vehicle; he was a cleaner.

SUSPICIOUS: 11700 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Vehicle 
parked after hours; the subject was advised of the city’s 
camping and sleeping ordinance and left.

SHOTS HEARD: 13200 blk Harbour Heights Dr: Caller 
reported hearing shots; officers found no evidence and 
received no other calls.

DV: 9400 blk 48th Ave W: Officers investigated a 
disturbance; no crime was reported after contact with the 
involved party.
�

Feb. 13
ALARM: 11800 blk Beverly Park Rd: Burglary alarm 

reported; officers were canceled before arrival.

DUI: 11200 blk Mukilteo Speedway: Report of erratic 
driving; officers found no impairment and no crime occurred.

DV: 11100 blk Chennault Beach Rd: During investigation 
of a disturbance, a subject struck an officer and was arrested 
for Assault 3 and Harassment DV.

COLLISION: 11600 blk Beverly Park Rd: Collision reported.

PUBLIC ASSIST: 11100 blk Chennault Beach Rd: Public 
assistance provided.

ASSIST: 800 blk Goat Trail Loop Rd: Assist call reported.

SUSPICIOUS: 10700 blk 58th Ave W: Suspicious activity 
reported.

Feb. 10
FRAUD: Adult female had unauthorized transactions 

made from her online accounts. 1100 block 12th Ave. N.

BIC: Adult male had a uncontained fire in a wooded area. 
He was arrested and booked into Snohomish County Jail. 
21900 block Highway 99.

WEAPONS: Adult male was booked into SCJ for weapons 
violation 21900 block Highway 99.
�

Feb. 9
FUNNY MONEY: An adult male used fraudulent money 

at a business. He was not located. 9600 block Firdale Ave.

THREATS: Mother leaves  voicemail mentioning her 
adult children. 8700 block 238th St. SW.

BURGLARY: Burglary from a construction site that 
occurred over the weekend. No suspect information. 22100 

block Highway 99.

ADULTING: Adult male and adult female shoplift from 
store. 23600 block Highway 99.

ARREST: Adult female booked for misdemeanor war-
rants. 23700 block Highway 99.
�

Feb. 8
DUI COLLISION: Adult male under the influence of 

alcohol caused collision. 21900 block Highway 99.

SHOPLIFTING: Adult female trespassed from WinCo 
after shoplifting. 21900 block Highway 99.

BONNIE & CLYDE: An adult male and adult female stole 
property from a business. They were trespassed from the 
business. 21900 block Highway 99.

YOU CAN RUN: An adult male stole property from a 
business and ran away from law enforcement. The adult male 

was arrested and booked into jail. 24100 block Highway 99.

NOT NOVEL: Adult male booked for theft 3 and addition-
al theft warrants. 23600 block Highway 99.
�

Feb. 7
YOU CAN’T GO THERE: One adult female cited for a trip 

permit violation. 8400 block 244th St. SW.

GONE: Responded to a disturbance. Unable to locate 
involved parties. 300 block Sunset Ave. N.

WARRANT: Adult male arrested on his outstanding 
warrant. 7200 block 212th St. SW.

KEYS: Male drops off found keys at police station for 
safekeeping. 300 block Sixth Ave. N.

HOSPITAL ASSAULT: Hospital employee assaulted by 
patient. Charges referred on suspect. 21600 block 76th Ave. N.
�

Feb. 6
COLLISION: SUV collided with mailbox, fled scene, and 

caused damage. 16100 block 75th Place W.

FIGHTING: Adult females fought. Informational report. 
23900 block Highway 99.

FRAUD: Adult male had fraudulent account opened for 
phone services. 19900 block 82nd Place W.

THEFT: Adult male stole electronics from hardware store. 
500 block Fifth Ave. S.

SURRENDERED: Resident turned in firearm to police for 
destruction. 1100 block Fifth Ave. S.

PIRATETESS: Female steals delivery package from 
residents. 100 block 12th Ave. N.

Feb. 5
TRESPASS: Adult male attempted to gain entry into 

occupied residential home. 20300 block 92nd Ave. W.

ID THEFT: Resident reports identity theft, case is ongo-
ing. 300 block Sunset Ave. N.

OBSTRUCTING: Juvenile male arrested for obstructing. 
21100 block 76th Ave. W.

THEFT: Juveniles detained for shoplift and released to 
parents. Case has been forwarded to juvenile court. 21900 
block Highway 99.

TRESPASS: A property manager requested law enforcement 
trespass and/or criminally charge anyone on their properties 
not conducting official business. 7800 block 220th St. SW.
�

Feb. 4
SUSPENDED: Adult male driving while suspended. Male 

booked into jail. 21900 block Highway 99.

YARD WORK: Juvenile drove truck into yard, causing 
property damage. 20600 block 77th Place W.

CHECK THE CHILDREN: Resident reported suspicious 
phone call. 600 block Glen St.

900 PINE ST.: Adult male found deceased in residence. 
Police and medical examiner conduct investigation.
�

Feb. 3
FOR A GOOD TIME: Graffiti was discovered in the 

bathrooms. 0-100 block Railroad Ave. N.

EDMONDSPOLICEBEAT

MUKILTEOPOLICEBEAT

POLICE BEAT ALSO ONLINE AT  
MUKILTEOBEACON.COM

POLICE BEAT ALSO ONLINE AT  
EDMONDSBEACON.COM
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A YOUNG 
HEART NEVER 
GROWS OLD.  

Move in, relax, and breathe easy.
Whether you want to learn a new hobby or 

just want to relax, there’s no one way to retire. 
But there is one place to do it best. Welcome to 
Fairwinds – Brighton Court, where it’s all about 
living each day with purpose, while contributing 

to your community in new and exciting ways 
and, most importantly, on your own terms.

Call 425-584-5827 today for more 
information and to schedule your visit.

6520 - 196th St SW | Lynnwood, WA 98036 | 425-584-5827

FairwindsBrightonCourt.com

INDEPENDENT LIVING 
APARTMENTS AVAILABLE 
NOW, WITH YOUR THIRD 
MONTH COVERED.

A 30-year-old Mill Creek man is dead 
following a three-car crash after 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 12 on Highway 2 east of Gold Bar.

Colin Brown was westbound in a 2016 
Ford Fusion and crossed the center line, 
according to the Washington State Pa-
trol. The vehicle struck an eastbound Ford 
F-150 with Woodinville residents James 
Khezi, 56, and Elham Javadi, 52, inside.

All three died.

Meanwhile, a third car, a Honda CR-V, 
struck the  Ford F-150 and landed in a ditch 
off the eastbound shoulder.  The 20-year-
old driver and 19-year-old passenger from 
Seattle were taken to Providence Medical 
Center.

Highway 2 was blocked for hours. De-
tours were at the east end of the closure at 
Index Galena Road and at the west end at 
Reiter Road.

Photo courtesy Les Bagley
A fatal crash on Highway 2 Feb. 12 claimed three lives.

Mill Creek man among 
3 dead in SR 2 crash

LOCALCOUNTY

On Monday, the House of Representa-
tives passed standards to encourage the 
siting of emergency shelters, transitional 
housing, emergency housing, and perma-
nent supportive housing (STEP).

Sponsored by  Rep. 
Strom Peterson, D-Ed-
monds,  House Bill 
2266  brings stability and 
predictability to the sit-
ing process while still 
preserving some local 
control for local govern-
ments.

“We need to recognize 
that all housing is housing,” said Peterson, 
whose 21st Legislative District covers Ed-
monds and Mukilteo. “For our neighbors 
who need these types of housing, failure 
to site these facilities means homelessness 
and poverty without a viable path forward.”

The bill prohibits unreasonable, restric-

tive standards from being imposed on the 
construction of STEP housing. This means 
cities must largely follow the same stan-
dards for STEP housing siting as they do 
for residential housing or lodging. Certain 
accommodations are made to allow cities 
to reasonably request operations plans 
and avoid certain areas by working with 
developers to find appropriate siting.

 “Housing should be placed where it makes 
the most sense,” Peterson said in a news re-
lease. “We are not going to turn the tide on the 
housing crisis without building more housing 
– all types of housing for all income levels. 
This bill creates predictability for STEP hous-
ing developers, and it will bring more housing 
for our neighbors who need it most.”

House Bill 2266 passed the House with 
a vote of 56-40 and is headed to the Sen-
ate for consideration. The 2026 legislative 
session lasts 60 days and is scheduled to 
end March 12.

Rep. Peterson bill on 
housing passes Senate

Strom Peterson

Lithium-ion batteries supply power to 
many kinds of devices including smart 
phones, laptops, e-scooters, bikes, ciga-
rettes, smoke alarms, toys, cars, and more. 
If damaged or used incorrectly, these 
batteries can catch on fire or explode.

According to the U.S. Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commission (CPSC), there 
were over 25,000 incidents of fire or over-
heating involving lithium-ion batteries 
between 2017 and 2022.

Additionally, the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) has observed a rise in 
lithium battery fires on U.S. flights, with 
89 incidents in 2024, representing a 16% 
increase over 2023.

For lithium-ion battery equipment, the 
State Fire Marshal’s Office recommends 
following these safety tips to help keep 
you and your family safe:

•	 Choose devices that have been certi-

fied by a reputable testing laboratory.
•	 Always use the charging cords provid-

ed with the device.
•	 Avoid charging devices under pillows, 

on beds, or on sofas.
•	 Unplug the device or battery once it is 

fully charged to prevent overcharging.
•	 Use only batteries specifically de-

signed for the device.
•	 Store batteries in a cool, dry place, 

away from flammable materials.
•	 Insert batteries correctly, following 

the device’s instructions.
•	 Keep batteries at room temperature 

when possible and avoid charging them 
in extreme conditions below 32°F (0°C) or 
above 105°F (40°C).

For more information, contact the State 
Fire Marshal’s Office at 360-596-3904 or 
wsp.wa.gov/state-fire-marshals-office.

Tips for lithium-ion battery safety
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GUESTVIEW

GUESTVIEW

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

DIANE’SCORNER

It was a typical Tuesday night in 2023, 
with one agenda item being the evalua-

tion of the contract attorney.
Rather than move into executive session 

to discuss the yearly evaluation, the 
council did something remarkable: They 

approved a five-year con-
tract sight unseen with no 
terms or conditions. Carte 
blanche.    

Over the past decade, 
Seattle-based Lighthouse 
Law Group has become 
less a legal adviser and 
more an eighth council 
member. As it occupies 
that dual role – part legal 
adviser, part legislative 
partner – employee dis-
putes have multiplied and 
settlements mounted.

Whistleblowers such as Ross Hahn and 
employees such as Debi Humann, David 
Levitan, Megan Menkveld, and Pamela 
Randolf and (others) have raised claims of 
retaliation, privacy violations, or defama-
tion. Repeat pattern: An allegation surfac-
es, staff are quietly placed on leave with 
pay and, eventually, a severance package 
appears on the consent agenda.

The details are wrapped in “personnel 
confidentiality,” requiring public records 
requests.

Along the way, one of the most basic 

protections in public law – the execu-
tive session – turned from guardrail to 
afterthought. State law (42.30.110) sets out 
when sensitive personnel or real estate 
matters must be discussed in closed 
session to protect rights and preserve the 
executive session veil.

Yet a very public case involving Police 
Chief candidate Sherman Pruitt comes to 
mind. Veteran councilmembers Kristiana 
Johnson and I asked to move a personnel 
discussion started by Councilmember 
Vivian Olson into executive session, the 
attorney left it to council and let the con-
versation continue in open session.

It did not happen, and Lighthouse did 
not cite the law, liability, or reasons why 
council should go into executive ses-
sion. The conversation continued in open 
session. Lawsuits against the City, Mayor 
Mike Nelson, and Olson followed. Despite 
legal rationale being offered, taxpayers 
picked up the tab.

Then came a different kind of meeting 
– the Planning Board made up of citizen 
volunteers with no final policymaking 
power were ushered into an executive ses-
sion – an executive session they were nev-
er meant to have. Behind that closed door, 
a recommendation to protect the Critical 
Aquifer Recharge Area found in the Deer 
Creek Watershed excluding underground 
injection control wells … was changed and 

Editor: Dawna Lahti 
submitted the following to 
the Edmonds City Council 
regarding about the Criti-
cal Aquifer Recharge Area 
(CARA).

Hail to you, dark prime-
val water

You curl, sweet and fresh, 
your back against the salt 
sea

You gathered yourself 
through pages of time so slowly it’s in-
comprehensible to us

But there you lie, pristine beneath this 
part of earth’s crust we call Edmonds and 
home.

Our forebears came and topped you 
harmlessly for their needs; they right-
ly saw life – “living water” – a priceless, 
abundant harvest which they could not 
sow – a treasure.

In this tiny moment, who will stand to 
protect you? Will you now be sullied when 
we know better? Will hearts cower from 
the shadow of greed or from willful igno-
rance, ending for all generations to come 
the purity and sanctity of your essence?

Hail to you,  
dark primeval water

GUEST
VIEW

BY DAWNA LAHTI
edmonds resident

Legal advice? Or  
political, financial,  

developmental fodder?

DIANE’S
CORNER

BY DIANE 
BUCKSHNIS

edmonds resident, 
former city 

councilmember

see DIANE BUCKSHNIS page 7  u

The Beacon asked the City of Edmonds 
to respond to comments made by former 

Councilmember Diane Buckshnis – in quote 
marks here – in her Diane’s Corner column, 
published above. City comments are in italics.

“They approved a five-year contract 
sight unseen with no terms or conditions. 
Carte blanche.”

On April 
25, 2023, 
council 
decided by 
a 4-2-1 vote 
to continue 

contracting legal services with Lighthouse 
Law Group. Four months later, Aug. 15, 2023, 
they approved (6-1) a contract that council 
had previously reviewed and deliberated 
during the Aug.2, 2023, meeting, and was 
also reviewed by a third-party legal counsel. 

To assure that there were no conflicts of 
interest, that third-party firm had no past or 
current business connections with Edmonds 
or Lighthouse. 

“Over the past decade, Seattle-based 
Lighthouse Law Group has become less a 
legal adviser and more an eighth coun-
cilmember. As it occupies that dual role – 
part legal adviser, part legislative partner 
– employee disputes have multiplied … and 
(others) have raised claims of retaliation, 
privacy violations, or defamation.” 

The city attorney is an appointed official 
whose responsibilities and ethical obligations 
are to provide legal advice about what the 
law permits and the legal risks of different 
options, and to represent the City in certain 
litigation. City staff and elected officials de-
velop recommendations and make decisions 
within their respective roles; the city attorney 
does not direct policy outcomes or operational 
decisions.

The author also attributes responsibility to 
the city attorney for various personnel matters 
and disputes. That attribution is not support-
ed by the information available to the public, 
because the key facts needed to assess the 
attorney’s role – attorney-client communica-
tions, legal advice, executive-session discus-
sions, etc. – are confidential. In other words, 
no amount of public fact checking can reliably 
validate the author’s conclusion about what 
the city attorney advised, whether advice was 
followed, or why decisions were made.

“Along the way, one of the most basic 
protections in public law – the executive 
session – turned from guardrail into af-
terthought. … Yet a very public case involv-
ing Police Chief candidate Sherman Pruitt 
comes to mind. Veteran councilmembers 
Kristiana Johnson and I asked to move 
a personnel discussion started by Vivian 
Olson into executive session as the law 
requires. Rather than move immediately 
into executive session, the attorney left it 
to council and let the conversation con-
tinue in open session.”

In the cited instance regarding Pruitt, the 
City Council considered whether to move a 
personnel discussion into executive session. 
While the law permits such discussions to 
occur in executive session, it does not require 
them, and a majority of the council ultimately 
chose to continue in open session.

Assertions that the outcome would have 
differed had the matter been discussed in 
executive session are speculative. Based on 
the dynamics at the time, there is no clear 
indication that a different process would 
have led to a different decision or avoided the 
associated costs.

“Then came a different kind of meeting 

GUEST VIEW
BY CITY OF EDMONDS

425-775-2525

City responds to  
Diane’s Corner column

see CITY RESPONSE page 7  u

Lynnwood buying Edmonds  
property near treatment plant

Mayor Rosen, councilmembers, and 
fellow residents:

As you have heard, there is growing 
community concern regarding the lack of 
transparency surrounding the Lynnwood 
Wastewater Treatment Plant (WWTP) 
project. These concerns span multiple 
areas, including the overall cost of the 
project and Edmonds’ share, potential en-
vironmental impacts, construction-relat-
ed impacts, and the approach Lynnwood 
has taken in advancing this project.

Perhaps I missed it, but I do not recall 
Lynnwood presenting its plans for this 
project to the Edmonds City Council or 
outlining how it may affect our city. Addi-
tionally, I see no acknowledgment of the 
potential financial impact on Edmonds 
residents in our Capital Improvement 
Plan (CIP), Capital Facilities Plan (CFP), or 
any other city financial documents.

Despite this lack of discussion, the proj-
ect is already underway. Lynnwood has 
purchased additional property within the 
City of Edmonds, adjacent to the street 
leading towards the construction site.

This raises several important questions:
•	 Can a city unilaterally purchase prop-

erty in another city for its own municipal 
purposes?

•	 What was the legitimate municipal 
purpose Lynnwood used to acquire the 
property in Edmonds when it’s not in the 
vicinity of the WWTP itself?  Did Ed-
monds agree?

•	 Is property owned by the City of 
Lynnwood within Edmonds subject to 
Edmonds zoning and building codes?

•	 Does Lynnwood need Edmonds’ 
approval to make changes to the two 
recently purchased homes?

•	 What oversight, if any, is Edmonds 
providing regarding future construction 
activities on property within our city now 
owned by Lynnwood?

Depending on the answers to these 
questions, should—or could—Edmonds 
explore acquiring property within Lyn-
nwood that could serve a public benefit 
for Edmonds residents? After all, we have 
our own sludge storage issues, and prop-
erty values are lower in Lynnwood.

Jim Ogonowski
Edmonds

Bad Bunny: Not a fan
I would like to respond to Maria Mon-

talvo’s review of Bad Bunny’s Super Bowl 
halftime show (“Chasing rabbits, Feb. 12). 
She asks, “Why, exactly, was the NFL’s 
decision an affront to some American 
sensibilities?” I can answer that question 
without hesitation.

I was initially impressed by the visual 
storytelling: the power poles, the street 
vendors, the boy, the wedding couple. It all 
seemed quite wholesome. The next morn-
ing, I looked up the lyrics to his songs, 
curious about what he’d been singing, as 
my Spanish is so rusty.

I was disappointed to learn that Bad 
Bunny, like many rappers, promotes a 
toxic brand of sexism. Misogyny is deeply 
embedded in almost every song he sings. 
Women are disposable objects of desire, a 
set of interchangeable body parts, without 
personality or intelligence. I would give 
you examples, but they’re not suitable for 
printing.

The versions he sang that afternoon 
were edited, but that’s not the point. Why 
would the NFL and the Grammys plat-
form a man who hates women? The left 
claims to abhor “hate speech,” yet ap-
plauds this misogyny. Listening to liberal 
women sing his praises is particularly 
painful. Do we want our daughters dating 
men who think like Bad Bunny?

My attempts to call out his sexism on 
social media were met with charges of 

see LETTERS page 12  u
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

https://edmonds-church.com

Discover
Edgewood!

RONNIE HARRIS
Lead Pastor

WORSHIP SERVICE
LIVE & ONLINE

10:00 AM English Service
425.776.5104

EBC-EDMONDS.ORG
20406 76th AVE W
EDMONDS

www.euuc.org

Edmonds 
Unitarian 
Universalist 
Congregation

Living Our Vision of a  
Just and Sustainable World

8109 224th St. SW 425-778-0373
Edmonds, WA 98026 www.euuc.org

Rev. Eric Kaminetzky

www.christianscienceedmonds.org

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE

Church & Sunday School  10 am
Wednesday Testimony Mtg  7:30 pm

551 Maple Street, Edmonds, WA

READING ROOM & BOOKSTORE

425-778-4007
ChristianScienceEdmonds.org
120-C 5th Ave S. Edmonds, WA

www.northsoundchurch.com

IN-PERSON SERVICES at 
8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. and 

LiveStream at 10 a.m.

SUNDAY

4th & Bell Street, Edmonds
NorthSoundChurch.com

425-776-9800

www.rockofhope1.org/calendar.html

www.rockofhope1.org/calendar.html

19523 84th Ave W. Edmonds
425-778-5248 maplewoodpres.org

Worship Worship 
Service Live and  Service Live and  

OnlineOnline - 10:00 am
Sunday SchoolSunday School - 10:00 am

Join us for fellowship after the service!

MAPLEWOOD  MAPLEWOOD  
PRESBYTERIAN  PRESBYTERIAN  
CHURCHCHURCH

now the recommendation allowed them, all 
in the name of avoiding a “takings” claim. 

The city attorney’s fear came in part from 
a recent case where the City’s attempt to 
enforce an aggressive tree‑retention and 
replacement conditions ran headlong into 
the Constitution.

You might have heard of that one: the 
Rimmer case. It was a lawsuit challenging 
the overreach of the tree code. A single or-
namental tree between a homeowner and a 
building permit. 

The City demanded extra replacement 
trees and a permanent conservation area 
as conditions of approval.

The state court ruled that those condi-
tions were unconstitutional.  The outcome 
costs the City roughly $400,000, excluding 
attorney costs. 

Now, the City is appealing the decision, 
extending the fight and the expense. Many 
questions linger over whether the council 
ever clearly authorized Lighthouse to con-
tinue the appeal, so taxpayers continue to 
pay for those costs.

By now, you might be thinking of anoth-
er name that has soaked up hours of staff 
and consultants’ time and millions of dol-

lars: Landmark or the Burlington Property. 
A massive project, a tangled agreement, 
and a final price tag that had been publicly 
estimated in the millions. Yet Lighthouse, 
which should guide the City on contracts 
and risk management, was not even in-
volved in crafting the deal, nor was an ex-
ecutive session ever announced for poten-
tial land purchases. 

A similar story played out in Perrinville, 
where environmental review –  SEPA, the 
State Environmental Policy Act – was 
challenged by a citizen alarmed at the 
City’s repeated claim of “no significant im-
pact” in this sensitive area.

The citizen spent more than $50,000 pur-
suing the appeal. The City, drawing on its 
attorneys, staff, consultants, and the hear-
ing examiner, probably spent 10 times that 
amount. Ultimately, the examiner remanded 
the decision to the City for resolution.

After, the City applied for an emergency 
permit that bypassed the SEPA review al-
together. It was an expensive five-day, tax-
payer-funded ordeal.  And, councilmem-
bers did nothing publicly to answer the 
community’s concerns.

All of this brings us back to Lighthouse 
and the larger question: Is our contract at-

– the Planning Board made up of citizen 
volunteers with no final policymaking 
power, were ushered into an executive 
session – an executive session they were 
never meant to have. Behind that closed 
door, a recommendation to protect the 
Critical Aquifer Recharge Area found in 
the Deer Creek Watershed excluding un-
derground injection control wells … was 
changed and now the recommendation 
allowed them, all in the name of avoiding 
a “takings” claim. The City Attorney’s fear 
came in part from a recent case where 
the City’s attempt to enforce an aggres-
sive tree retention and replacement con-
ditions ran headlong into the Constitu-
tion. …”

Under the Edmonds City Code, the city at-
torney is an appointed official authorized to 
represent the City in litigation. Filing a notice 
of appeal is a procedural act within that dele-
gated authority and preserves the City’s appel-
late rights while next steps are evaluated. The 
code does not require the City Council to hold 
a public meeting or vote, though the council 
retains authority to direct whether an appeal 
proceeds or is dismissed.

The Edmonds City Code provides: “The city 

attorney shall represent the city in all actions 
brought by or against the city or against city 
officials in their official capacities …” ECC 
2.05.020(B). Given short appellate deadlines, 
timely filing is often necessary to protect the 
City’s legal interests.

“By now, you might be thinking of anoth-
er name that has soaked up hours of staff 
and consultants time and millions of dol-
lars: Landmark or the Burlington Property. 
A massive project, a tangled agreement, 
and a final price tag that had been publicly 
estimated in the millions. …

A similar story played out in Perrinville, 
where environmental review –  SEPA, the 
State environmental Policy Act – was chal-
lenged by a citizen alarmed at the City’s 
repeated claim of ‘no significant impact’ in 
this sensitive area.”

City Council has codified in chapter 2.05 ECC 
the manner in which legal professional service pro-
viders are evaluated and consideration is conduct-
ed of whether those contracts should be continued, 
reevaluated competitively, or brought in house. 

2019: Council conducted an assessment of 
the performance of Lighthouse Law Group, 
and enters into a new three-year contract for 
legal services covering 2020 – 2022 with a 
monthly flat-rate fee compensation.

the Snohomish County portion of the district, 
including Snohomish County Councilmem-
ber Megan Dunn and Edmonds Coun-
cilmembers Susan Paine and Chris Eck.

“We need leaders in Olympia with prov-
en experience,” said Eck in a release from 
Scully’s election team. “Keith has delivered 
affordable housing, expanded shelter and 
services, and expanded transit and con-
nectivity. He’s a dad with kids in our local 
schools. Keith is invested in making sure 
all of our communities thrive.”

Scully is an attorney and public-school 
father who began his career as a paramed-
ic, is looking to replace outgoing state Rep. 
Cindy Ryu, who is running for a Senate 
seat. Ryu has endorsed Scully, leading a 
growing list of support for the open seat. 

“I am excited by the momentum we are 
building,” Scully said. “The early endorse-
ments are great, but the real excitement 
comes from meeting voters at their homes, 
where we can discuss critical issues of hous-
ing affordability, tax reform, making needed 
investments in our schools, and protecting 
our communities from Trump violence and 
overreach. I’m running to address these is-
sues with the urgency they deserve, and with 
the unique and proven experience I’ll bring 
to take on these challenges.”

Scully is endorsed by longtime King 
County Councilmember Rod Dembows-
ki, who represents the North Seattle and 
Shoreline precincts of the 32nd District.

“Keith is a fighter for our kids, fami-
lies, and communities,” Dembowski said. 
“I’ve seen him take on powerful interests 
to make Shoreline more welcoming and 
affordable, and we need that energy and 
drive in Olympia. Keith stands out in this 
field of candidates as the one who gets the 
job done. He deserves our vote.”

A champion and ally for underrepresent-
ed communities and vulnerable popula-
tions, Scully will use his political and legal 
experience to continue helping protect the 
rights of all people– building on his experi-
ence in Shoreline and professionally. 

“Keith knows that our diversity is our 
strength and is committed to the well-be-
ing of every community in our region and 
state,” said Shoreline Deputy Mayor Eben 
Pobee. “I know Keith will stand up for all 
of us in Olympia, and help provide the op-
portunities we all deserve.” 

A long-time conservation leader and 
former Washington Conservation Voters 
volunteer and board member, Scully said 
he is also running to ensure climate action 
to ensure Washington invests in the clean 
energy jobs, transit investments, and equi-
ty-driven solutions needed to adapt to the 
economy and communities. 

“Our future is at risk because we con-
tinue to delay meaningful climate action. I 
want to step up and lead on the plans and 
policies needed to create jobs, generate 
green energy, expand clean transportation, 
and ensure our homes and communities 
are safe and resilient.”

Scully lives in Shoreline and is the father 
of four, including two sons in Shoreline 
Public Schools, an adult daughter who 
works as a middle school teacher, and an 
adult son working as an EMT in Snohom-
ish County. His wife is a former Shoreline 
School Board director. 

More information: KeithScully.org.

technology-focused recruiting firm who 
hasn’t held elective office previously. 

Shoreline City Council member  Keith 
Scully boasts Ryu’s endorsement. 

Edmonds City Council members  Jenna 
Nand and Will Chen announced their can-
didacies more recently.

Salomon and Davis said they’ve “seen 
Chris Bloomquist lead in many ways, from 
advocating for school funding as a parent 
to creating PNW Climate Week’s inaugural 
career fair.”

“As a Latino leader from an immigrant 
family, he understands what our neighbors 
are facing during ongoing I.C.E. raids and is 
prepared to represent our district with ener-
gy, passion, and heart,” Davis said in an email. 

Before supporting Scully, Ryu said she 
asked herself a few questions: “Does he 
reflect the values of the 32nd LD voters 
and me? Does he have a proven record of 
working well with others? Does he bring 
skill sets that will make him an effective 
legislator?  And will he make a difference 
in the Legislature?”

“My answers are YES,” she said in an email. 
No Republicans have filed to run.

Subtle differences
All the candidates for Ryu’s seat said 

they would support Democrats’  proposed 
income tax on millionaire earners  that 
the Legislature is considering this year. 
Though Nand, a lawyer, doesn’t think it’ll 
stand up to legal scrutiny. 

They don’t disagree on much, but do dif-
fer on some priorities. 

Nand, whose parents immigrated to the 
United States from Fiji, was ramping up to 
run for the seat when she was diagnosed 
with breast cancer. She had access to a 
mammogram that caught it early, but she 
knows others don’t have the same oppor-
tunity, especially with federal cuts to Med-
icaid and health care subsidies.

Her priorities include protecting health 
care access, expanding education oppor-
tunities and addressing homelessness. 

“There are things that I think that we 
could be more aggressive on as a party at 
the state level and the local level, and I’m 
not really seeing that a lot from the estab-
lishment,” Nand said.

Chen, who is an accountant, said he’s 
running because families, seniors and 
small businesses feel “squeezed from ev-
ery direction and too often conversation 
in Olympia doesn’t reflect what people are 
actually experiencing day to day.” Given the 
state’s budget woes, he thinks it’s particu-
larly important to have people like him in-
volved in these discussions.

Otherwise, he’s focused on making 
Washington more affordable, supporting 
immigrants and improving public safety.

Bloomquist lists immigration, funding 
public schools and the environment as pri-
orities. He’s not concerned about being the 
only candidate without experience in office. 

“I’ve ran five marathons in my life. I’ve 
survived cancer, I’ve founded multiple 
companies,” he said. “I’ve done new things 
my whole life. I’m not worried about this.”

Scully is zeroed in on the state’s regres-
sive tax structure and housing, as well as, 
like Bloomquist, school funding and the 
environment.

Scully, who is a lawyer, points to work done 
in Shoreline to fund pedestrian infrastruc-
ture, get behavioral health co-responders 
working alongside police and firefighters, 
and build housing around the new light rail 
stations, all without having to make budget 
cuts like other local governments. 

“You go to Shoreline and there’s cranes 
everywhere,” Scully said. “The multifamily 
really is getting built.” He thinks this track 
record distinguishes him from the three 
fellow Democrats he’s running against.

Scully, who jumped into the campaign 
first, leads the early fundraising race, with 
nearly $31,000 in campaign contributions 
so far, according to filings with the Public 
Disclosure Commission. Bloomquist has 
raised almost $26,000. 

Nand and Chen, who got into the race 
later, trail in fundraising. 

‘Spirited primary’
The district’s other House seat also fac-

es a Democrat-on-Democrat clash, as 

Imraan Siddiqi, the executive director of 
the Washington chapter of the Council 
on American-Islamic Relations, recent-
ly announced he was challenging Davis, 
who was first elected in 2018. Siddiqi ran 
for Congress in 2024 against incumbent 
U.S. Rep. Kim Schrier, D-Sammamish, and 
didn’t advance past the primary. 

In a statement, state Democratic Party 
Chair Shasti Conrad said she looks for-
ward to a “spirited primary” for the dis-
trict’s two seats, but the party is neutral in 
Democrat-on-Democrat races.

A spokesperson for the Democratic Legis-
lative Campaign Committee said it doesn’t 
engage with races before the primary, but 
it is targeting Washington as a state where 
Democrats could get a supermajority in its 
House. Though the already deep-blue 32nd 
District won’t play a role in that goal. 

Prospective candidates have until May 8 
to file to run. The primary is Aug. 4.

u from 32ND CROWDED page 1

u from KEITH SCULLY page 1

u from DIANE BUCKSHNIS page 6

u from CITY RESPONSE page 6

see ADVICE OR FODDER page 12  u

see COLUMN REACTION page 12  u
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Phone:  
425.563.9501

LUXURY  HEAD  SPA
RELEASE.

DETOX.
RESET.

BEAUTY & THE BARBER SALON
128 4TH AVE. S. – EDMONDS

RELEASE.

A Head Spa is a Deeply Relaxing 
Experience Where Warm Water, Gentle 

Steam and Soothing Massage Techniques 
Melt Away Scalp Tension, and Restore 

Balance From Root to Crown.

EXCLUSIVELY FOR WOMEN

AD ASTRAAD ASTRA
TO THE STARSTO THE STARS!!

10:00 AM SAT10:00 AM SAT
Feb 28 2026Feb 28 2026
FREE CONCERT!FREE CONCERT!

ROSEHILLROSEHILL
Community CenterCommunity Center
304 Lincoln Ave.304 Lincoln Ave.

Mukilteo, WAMukilteo, WA
Artist: Dawson KreitleArtist: Dawson Kreitle

www.mukilteoorchestra.orgwww.mukilteoorchestra.org

Music from Star Wars & Music from Star Wars & Star TrekStar Trek

Costume Space Walk + Costume Space Walk + 
Instrument Petting Zoo presented Instrument Petting Zoo presented 
by Kennelly Keys/American Music!by Kennelly Keys/American Music!

Conducted by Dr. Chris Mathakul

� Interior/Exterior Painting & Staining
� Cabinet Refi nishing & Painting
� Woodwork/Trim Refi nishing
� Popcorn Ceiling Removal
� And More ….

Sam Souza Painting LLC
Sam Souza – Owner and Craftsman

Edmonds, WA | (206) 702-7242
sam@samsouzapainting.com | samsouzapainting.com

Sam Souza Painting LLC

For the 50th annual DeMiero Jazz Festi-
val, more than 40 jazz choirs will gath-

er for a noncompetitive chance to perform 
and work with professional jazz artists 
March 12-13.

This music education event has daytime 
performances, clinics, and master classes 
at Edmonds College in Lynnwood. They 
are free and open to the public.  

At 7 p.m. March 12,  professional jazz 
artists will perform for students and the 
public at the Edmonds Center for the Arts. 
Tickets are available at the door and at ti-
nyurl.com/muwp9svj.

Headline artists for 2026  include  New 
York Voices  with  Jake Bergevin and the 
Jazz Punishments Big Band, Greta Ma-
tassa, and Soundsation. Celebrating their 
38th year, New York Voices is the inter-
nationally acclaimed vocal ensemble re-
nowned for their extraordinary scope of 
music and the art of group singing.

New York Voices has recorded  numer-
ous CDs covering jazz-based genres, from 
traditional swing to bebop, Brazilian, and 
beyond. In addition to their own CDs, NYV 
has collaborated with a variety of artists, 
including Paquito  D’Rivera, the Count 

Basie Orchestra, the WDR Big Band, Nan-
cy Wilson, the Danish Radio Big Band, 
Bob Mintzer, and others.   

The DeMiero Jazz Festival is a nonprof-
it organization  and  relies on communi-
ty support,  sponsorships  and donations 
for its funding. They are supported by 
the Edmonds Arts Commission, the Tu-
lalip Tribes Charitable Fund, the Hubbard 
Family Foundation, the American Choral 
Directors Association,  ArtsFund, Plaza 
Insurance, the Snohomish County Arts 
Commission, Arts WA, the City of Ed-
monds, Edmonds Harbor Inn and others.  

DeMiero Jazz Fest founder Frank De-
Miero died at age 84 in 2025. A celebra-
tion of life is 2-4 p.m. Saturday, March 
14, in Woodway Hall at Edmonds College 
in Lynnwood. In lieu of flowers or cards, 
the DeMiero family invites you to consider 
making a tax-deductible contribution to 
the 50th Annual DeMiero Jazz Fest, ensur-
ing that Frank’s legacy of music education 
continues for generations to come.

For volunteer inquiries: Louise  Uriu  at 
425-252-7327.  

For more information: demierojazzfest.
org.  

Submissions open 
for Driftwood’s  
Festival of Shorts
Edmonds Driftwood Players is now 

accepting submissions for  its 15th 
Annual Festival of Shorts. The annual 
playwriting festival provides an opportu-
nity for playwrights to have their works 
brought to life on stage, as well as to gain 
recognition and potential awards.

Driftwood is a volunteer-based nonprofit 
community theater founded in 1958, mak-
ing it one of the oldest continually operating 
community theaters in the state.

The theme for 2026 is  “Milestones: 
Markers in Time of Significant Achieve-
ments or Events.” “We would love to see 
both comedic and dramatic stories with 
uplifting endings,” said Katie Soulé, man-
aging director. 

The festival will be presented in five 
performances June 25-28, 2026, featuring 
eight shorts finalists that include eight di-
rectors and eight casts. 

The finalists are selected from submis-
sions from around the globe.  Volunteer 
readers and judges are local Seattle-area 
theater lovers and playwrights. To keep the 
process as fair as possible, readers are only 
given blind copies of script submissions 
for judging.

After the closing performance, winners 
will be announced for first, second, and 
third-place judges’ awards and overall au-
dience favorite.

More information, submission guide-
lines: edmondsdriftwoodplayers.org/festi-
val-of-shorts.

‘Give to Gain’: Eighth 
annual Edmonds  
International  
Women’s Day 
Tickets are now on sale for the eighth 

annual Edmonds International Wom-
en’s Day at the Edmonds Waterfront Cen-
ter March 7 from 11:30 to 4:30 p.m. Beacon 
columnist Maria Montalvo will be one of 
the panelists.

This year’s theme, “Give 
to Gain,” celebrates gen-
erosity, collaboration, 
and the powerful impact 
women create when they 
invest in one another and 
their communities. When 
women thrive, we all rise.

The half-day event 
brings together women, 

allies, community leaders, and change-
makers for a brunch, keynote presenta-
tions, breakout sessions, networking, and a 
hosted happy hour. Designed to spark con-
nection, inspiration, and collective action, 
the event invites participants to explore 
how giving – through time, resources, ad-
vocacy, and mentorship – can create pos-
itive effects.

Opening keynote speaker Alexandria 
(“Lexi”) Lutz, founder of Opt Inspire, Inc., 
and senior corporate counsel at Nord-
strom, will share insights on how small 
acts of service can lead to change.

The program will conclude with a closing 
keynote from Angelique Leone, vice pres-
ident of the Community Foundation of 
Snohomish County, whose three decades 
of nonprofit leadership and philanthropic 
advising offer a perspective on generosity 
and community transformation.

Tickets are $75 at tinyurl.com/2xdkm-
he8. 

– Beacon Staff

Maria A. Montalvo

The DeMiero Jazz 
Festival features local 
choirs and jazz groups.

Photo courtesy Bart Hauser/
DeMiero Jazz Festival

DeMiero Jazz Festival  
celebrating 50th year
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Each Spring during their annual Pacific migration, majestic gray Each Spring during their annual Pacific migration, majestic gray 
whales journey into the Salish Sea to feed on ghost shrimp. Join us whales journey into the Salish Sea to feed on ghost shrimp. Join us 
on our 2.5-hour tours to visit and learn about these gentle giants.on our 2.5-hour tours to visit and learn about these gentle giants.

Three generations of our family have helped visitors spend time Three generations of our family have helped visitors spend time 
with the wonders of the Salish Sea. That experience anddedication with the wonders of the Salish Sea. That experience anddedication 
makes it possible for us to guarantee that you’ll see whales on this makes it possible for us to guarantee that you’ll see whales on this 

trip – or we’ll give you another trip absolutely free. trip – or we’ll give you another trip absolutely free. 

2026 Edmonds Gray Whale Tours
February 14 - 28 • 11:30am Daily Departures (plus Feb. 15)

March 1 - 31 • 11:30am Daily Departures

Tours

GRAY WHALES
Experience the Majesty of

PugetSoundExpress.com  •  360-385-5288 
Port of Edmonds, 459 Admiral Way, Edmonds, WA

RESERVE
ONLINE

GU

ARANTEED

Whale
Sightings

fsbwa.com

Speak with a team member for account requirements2 and more information today!

1APY (Annual Percentage Yield) is effective as of 7/1/2025. Rates are subject to change daily. Fees may reduce earnings on your account.  
2Minimum to open Consumer and Business Optimum Savings account is $100, minimum to open Student Optimum Savings account is $25.  

Monthly auto transfer amount required from active checking account to avoid monthly service fee.

then .25% for $5,000.01 and higher
for the first $5,000
5.00%

APY1

Get Optimal Savings  
with Optimum Savings.

KA
MI

AK

Performing Arts Student of the Week
Victor Zhang has been playing 
violen since he was 9 years old and 
is currently principal second violin 
player in the Kamiak Philharmonic 
Strings Orchestra, and a member of 
the select ensemble Kammerstreich. 

“Not only is the Kamiak Orchestra community 
warm and welcoming, we also have tons of 
great players. While playing in orchestra, it feels 
wonderful to play united as one.” Victor hopes to 
inspire future students to explore the areas of music 
and math. Upon graduation he plans to attend 
college to study engineering.

Victor Zhang 
Orchestra

The Olympic Fly 
Fishers of Edmonds 

(OFF), in partnership 
with the Snohomish 
County Healthy For-
est Project, is inviting 
volunteers to an annual 
winter shoreline resto-
ration event at Picnic 
Point Park on Saturday, 
Feb. 28, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. 

Volunteers of all ages 
and ability levels are 
welcome. Tools, seeds, 
plants, and all neces-
sary materials will be 
provided.  Now in its 
third year, the partner-
ship focuses on restoring 
and strengthening native 
shoreline habitat at Pic-
nic Point through hands-
on, community-based 
stewardship. 

“Our partnership shows 
what’s possible when local 
volunteers come together 
around a shared responsibility for a place 
we all value,” said Rolf Mogster, Olympic Fly 
Fishers co-president. “Conservation isn’t 
something we talk about in the abstract – 
it’s something we show up for.” 

This year’s winter planting will look 
different from past efforts. Volunteers will 
focus primarily on direct seeding along 
the shoreline, using native coastal grasses 
and wildflowers selected specifically for 
Picnic Point’s beach environment. 

Seed-based plantings like these help 
stabilize sandy soils, reduce erosion, and 

Volunteers welcome at Picnic  
Point winter shoreline restoration event

Photo courtesy Snohomish County Healthy Forest Project
A volunteer cleanup at Picnic Point Park is Feb. 28.

establish long-term native ground cover 
that supports insects, birds, and near-
shore marine life. 

In addition to seeding, volunteers will 
also plant beach strawberry, a native 
species that has thrived at Picnic Point in 
previous years. Beach strawberry spreads 
naturally, helps hold sand in place, and 
provides low-growing shoreline cover, 
making it a natural complement to this 
year’s seed-focused restoration work. 

“When we restore native plants along the 
shoreline, we’re doing more than improv-

ing how a place looks,” said Helena Puche, 
Olympic Fly Fishers conservation chair. 
“Native vegetation helps stabilize soils, pro-
tect vulnerable shoreline areas, and support 
habitat for fish, birds, and other wildlife. 
Over the years, we’ve watched this shoreline 
become healthier and more resilient, and 
that’s been incredibly rewarding to see.” 

Volunteers will work in areas previously 
cleared during earlier restoration efforts. 
Representatives from Snohomish County 
and local stewardship partners will be on 
site to guide the work and share insight 

into how these plantings 
contribute to shoreline 
health. 

A vegetated shore-
line helps slow erosion, 
improves habitat for 
birds and nearshore life, 
and enhances one of 
the region’s most valued 
saltwater beaches. 

Participants should 
dress in layers for cold 
winter weather and be 
prepared for wet, muddy 
conditions. Long sleeves 
and long pants are rec-
ommended, along with 
sturdy, closed-toe shoes. 
Fleece jackets, sweat-
shirts, or a heavy coat 
are encouraged, as well 
as rain gear if rain is in 
the forecast. Volunteers 
should also bring water 
and a snack. 

Hand tools and gloves 
will be provided, but 
participants are welcome 

to bring their own if preferred. Power tools 
and herbicides are not permitted. 

Meet at Picnic Point Park, 7231 Picnic 
Point Road. Volunteers should meet near 
the pedestrian overpass at the west end of 
the parking lot. 

Free parking is available in the park’s 
main lot, which can fill on weekends and 
during favorable weather. Participants 
are encouraged to arrive early or carpool 
when possible. 

For more information and to register: 
cerv.is/0282x270. 
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Feb. 21

TECHNO TOTS DANCE PARTY: 10:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m. A 
techno-inspired dance party for babies and toddlers 0-3 years. 
Mill Creek Library, 15429 Bothell-Everett Highway, Mill Creek.

TEEN VOLUNTEER HOUR: 11:00 a.m.-noon. Students 
grades 6-12 earn community service credit by helping out at the 
library. Prepare crafts for programs, pick up/clean up, sort books, 
more. Meet in teen area, first Saturday of the month through 
May. Mukilteo Library, 4675 Harbour Pointe Blvd., Mukilteo.

READING WITH ROVER: 11:00 a.m.-noon. Children 
build reading skills and confidence by reading aloud to a 
certified therapy dog. For children ages 6-9, with an adult. 
Edmonds Library, 650 Main St., Edmonds.

SEUSSICAL TYA: 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Running through 
March 8, specific days and different times. This is a musical 
based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets here: events.
humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box Theatre at 
Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.

KIDS SELF-PORTRAIT ART: 4:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Create self-portraits using a variety of arts & crafts supplies, 
which are provided. Bilingual class. For Kids. Mariner Library, 
520 128th St. SW., Everett.
�

Feb. 22
SEUSSICAL TYA: 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Running through 

March 8, specific days and different times. This is a musical 
based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets here: events.
humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box Theatre at 
Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.

BOOK GROUP FOR KIDS: 3:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. A club 
for kids ages 8-12 (with adult). The book being discussed 
is “Impossible Creatures,” by Katherine Rundell. Activities 
centered around the book are planned. Edmonds Bookshop, 
111 5th Ave. S., Edmonds.
�

Feb. 23
MUKILTEO MONDAY MORNING BOOK GROUP: 

10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Gather the last Monday of every 
month for book discussions. “James,” by Percival Everett, 
will be discussed. Register for space: tinyurl.com/3z5c3fhh. 
Mukilteo Library, 4675 Harbour Pointe Blvd., Mukilteo.

Feb. 23
MOBILE BLOOD DRIVE: 10:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Donate 

blood to help save lives. All blood types welcome. Register 
for space: tinyurl.com/3ca8ubty Mukilteo Library, 4675 
Harbour Pointe Blvd., Mukilteo.
�

Feb. 24
SEUSSICAL TYA: 10:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Running 

through March 8, specific days and different times. This is 
a musical based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets 
here: events.humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box 
Theatre at Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.

TEEN SCENE – COLD WEATHER KITS: 2:30 p.m.-4:00 
p.m. For this week’s Teen Scene hang-out, help South County 
Fire assemble cold weather kits for the community. This 
week’s program is intended for ages 11-18. Mariner Library, 
520 128th St. SW, Everett.

WA CARE BASICS – WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW: 
6:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Learn about the WA Cares Fund, from 
what care includes to how to take benefits when moving out 
of state. Q&A follows. Register required: tinyurl.com/bvz92n-
mz. Mukilteo Library, 4675 Harbour Pointe Blvd., Mukilteo.

FIBER ARTS CLUB: 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Fiber artists, 
bring your projects to gather at Kelnero in the Sunset Room. 
Meets every fourth Tuesday. Kelnero, 545 Main St., Edmonds.
�

Feb. 25
TAILS AND TALES: 3:30 p.m.-4:30 p.m. The popular 

event occurs the first and third Wednesday this month. Kids 
read stories aloud to trained therapy dogs. For independent 
readers with adults. Mukilteo Library, 4675 Harbour Pointe 
Blvd., Mukilteo.

READING WITH ROVER: 5:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m. Children 
build reading skills and confidence by reading aloud to a cer-
tified therapy dog. For children ages 6-12, with an adult. Mill 
Creek Library, 15429 Bothell-Everett Highway, Mill Creek.

SONGWRITER’S OPEN MIC: 6:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m. Open 
mic every last Wednesday of the month at Musicology, 420 
5th Ave. S., #107, Edmonds.

HOLI STORYTIME AND CRAFT: 6:00 p.m.-7:45 p.m. Also 
known as the Festival of Colors, Holi is a celebration of song and 
dance. Create cards and gift tags. Wear your rainbow colors. Mill 
Creek Library, 15429 Bothell-Everett Highway, Mill Creek.
�

Feb. 26
WHYS AND WHENS OF CAR MAINTENANCE: 6:00 

p.m.-7:30 p.m. Chaya Milchtein, the author of Mechanic 
Shop Femme’s Guide to Car Ownership goes over basic car 
maintenance in layman’s terms. Register for zoom link: 
tinyurl.com/mscy5kdh Sno-Isle online event.

Feb. 27
LUNAR NEW YEAR CULTURAL STORY TIME: 9:30 

a.m.-10:30 a.m. In honor of Lunar New Year, A Sweet New 
Year for Ren by Michelle Sterling will be read for story time. 
Edmonds Bookshop, 111 5th Ave. S., Edmonds.

NATIONAL POKÉMAN DAY: 3:00 p.m.-4:30 p.m. Come in 
anytime to celebrate the day doing Pokémon arts & crafts, and 
scavenger hunt. Wearing gear is a plus. Prizes while supplies 
last. Mukilteo Library, 4675 Harbour Pointe Blvd., Mukilteo.

SENSORY BIN FUN TIME: 4:00 p.m.-5:30 p.m. Come dig, 
scoop, and shape during this hour of sensory play. Bins provided 
with a variety of materials and textures. Touch stations rotate at 
kids’ own pace. Mariner Library, 520 128th St. SW, Everett.

SEUSSICAL TYA: 7:00 p.m.-8:30 p.m. Running through 
March 8, specific days and different times. This is a musical 
based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets here: events.
humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box Theatre at 
Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.
�

Feb. 28
LUNAR NEW YEAR STORYTIME: 10:00 a.m.-11:00 

a.m. Enjoy this interactive celebration of The Year of the 
Horse. Stories, songs, rhymes, creative play and arts & crafts. 
Edmonds Library, 650 Main St., Edmonds.

CHILDREN’S AD ASTRA CONCERT: 10:00 a.m. Mukilteo 
Orchestra presents a cosmic musical journey highlighting 
compositions with space themes. There will be an art contest; 
grand prize winners get an orchestra experience; ”instrument 
petting zoo,” where you can view and try out instruments. 
Wear a costume as your favorite astronaut, alien, or star, etc. 
Rosehill Community Center, 304 Lincoln Ave., Mukilteo.

HEALTH & WELLNESS FAIR: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Ven-
dors, business owners and wellness practitioners are on hand 
for community members interested in feeling good and living 
well/healthy. Town Center, 15117 Main St., Mill Creek.

SEUSSICAL TYA: 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Running through 
March 8, specific days and different times. This is a musical 
based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets here: events.
humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box Theatre at 
Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.

Feb. 28
CRAFT, CHAT, CHILL – EVERETT: 3:30 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 

Make crafts in this monthly bilingual gathering. Every month 
is a new theme. Supplies provided Register for space: tinyurl.
com/y528erba. Mariner Library, 520 128th St. SW, Everett.
�

March 1
SEUSSICAL TYA: 2:00 p.m.-3:30 p.m. Running through 

March 8, specific days and different times. This is a musical 
based on the works of Dr. Seuss. Get free tickets here: events.
humanitix.com/ballyhooseussical. Black Box Theatre at 
Edmonds College 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.
�

March 2
EDMONDS LIBRARY BOOK GROUP: 10:30 a.m.-

noon. Gather for book discussions. This month: “On Looking: 
Eleven Walks with Expert Eyes,” by Alexandra Horowitz. 
Edmonds Library, 650 Main St., Edmonds.

XANADU WORKSHOP & AUDITIONS: 7:00 p.m.-8:30 
p.m. Come for a look at the audition process in the audition 
workshop for the production of Xanadu on Monday. Audi-
tions will be held Tuesday. Based on the film of the same 
name. Black Box Theatre, 20310 68th Ave. W., Lynnwood.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Beacon publishes FREE events, 
open to the public in Edmonds, Mukilteo, Mill Creek, and 
some surrounding areas. Submit events for consideration 
online at mukilteobeacon.com/calendar or edmonds 
beacon.com/calendar and select “Post an Event.” 

�
Ongoing

ROTATING CARD GAMES: 10:00 a.m.-noon. Every 
Tuesday, enjoy a variety of rotating card games such as 
Rummikub, cribbage, hand and foot, hearts, and solitaire. 
Bringing other card games is welcomed. Bring your own 
snacks and beverages. Ages 55 and up. Rosehill Community 
Center, 304 Lincoln Ave., Mukilteo.

TECH HELP THURSDAYS: 2:00 p.m.-3:00 p.m. Library 
staff are available to assist you to learn how to access library 
resources such as eBooks, digital audiobooks, streaming 
media, and online learning databases. Bring your device 
for help getting started or assistance with basic trouble-
shooting. Edmonds Library, 650 Main St., Edmonds.

TUESDAY WALKERS: 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. Every 
Tuesday. Meet outside by the wedding circle for a group walk 
around downtown Edmonds. Register at 425-774-5555 or 
at second-floor reception. Edmonds Waterfront Center, 220 
Railroad Ave., Edmonds.

PARTY BRIDGE: 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Every Tuesday 
through April 28, brush up on your Bridge skills playing this form 
of the game. Bring your own snacks and beverage. Ages 55 and 
up. Rosehill Community Center, 304 Lincoln Ave., Mukilteo.

Mukilteo Connections

flight includes a pre-flight briefing, taxi and 
runway procedures, an introduction to radio 
communications, takeoff, in-flight maneu-
vers, landing and post-flight procedures. 

Both flights will be logged in the stu-
dent’s personal logbook and count toward 
the minimum flight time required to earn 
a private pilot license.

Recognizing the cost of flight training, the 
scholarship program also offers a $2,500 
Continuing Aviation Education Grant to 

one recipient who plans to earn an FAA pri-
vate pilot certificate within one year. 

To be eligible, applicants must com-
plete the ground school, both introductory 
flights, and submit an essay by Nov. 30 of 
the scholarship year.

The scholarship is open to students ages 
16 to 21 at the time of award and is valued 
at $1,350. More information and the 2024 
scholarship application are available at 
https://www.cascadewarbirds.org/youth/

The application deadline is March 1, 
2026.

u from FLIGHT SCHOLARSHIP page 2

On a mission to spread positivity 
through crafts and connections, 

more than 35 Kamiak High School stu-
dents walked to Harbour Pointe Senior 
Living last week where they handed out 
80 roses, 75 chocolate bags, and Valen-
tine’s Day cards to the retirement com-
munity’s residents.

The students were members of Kamiak’s 
Care Crafts Club

For club president Katie Chandrabalan, 
a junior, the event reflected the purpose of 
the group. “It’s a huge, unique opportunity 
for us to make people feel loved with such 
a simple task,” she said.

Katie founded the Kamiak chapter 
about a year and a half ago after learning 
about the four-year-old nonprofit organi-
zation online.

“We’re on a mission to create positive 
relationships,” she said. Toward that end, 
they regularly visit retirement homes and 
health care facilities.

Among their recent visits was to the 
Everett Clinic in Harbour Pointe. In addi-
tion, they donated 100 ornaments to the 
Fred Hutch Cancer Center in Seattle and 
donated to Providence Regional Medical 
Center in Everett.

Katie admitted she wasn’t good at crafts; 
it was the opportunity to connect with 
others that attracted her interest. In a 
short time, the club grew to more than 30 
members. “It’s an amazing group of kids,” 
she said.

Priyanka Ponnieh, Katie’s mother, said 
her daughter was already accomplished 
– she’s on the Mukilteo Youth Advisory 
Committee and is part of a kids’ ministry 
at her church – and has big plans after 
high school. She took part in a Seattle 

Students show seniors plenty of heart for Valentine’s Day
by PAUL ARCHIPLEY

paul.beaconpub@gmail.com

Children’s Hospital program last year and 
plans to major in pediatric medicine in 
college.

Other club members are equally ambi-
tious. Jeremiah Pineda said Katie invited 
him to join even though he’s not “a crafts 
person.”

“I thought it was an awesome idea,” 
Jeremiah said. “I like the social work. It’s 
a really unique club.” He also envisions go-
ing into a medical field after high school.

Mayor Joe Marine and City Council 
President Jason Moon joined the students. 

Photos by Paul Archipley/Mukilteo Beacon
Above, members of the Kamiak High Care Crafts Club hold up some of the ros-
es, Valentines and chocolates they brought to Harbour Pointe Senior Living last 
week to give to residents. Pictured are, from left, adviser Kirsten Lewis, Sonja 
Garcia, crafts coordinator Lewis Simmons, Elena Andrea Zauli, and Daniela V. 
Almaraz. Top right, Care Crafts Club president Katie Chandrabalan, center, who 
launched the club at Kamiak, sits with Harbour Pointe Senior Living residents 
Dolores Lemmon, left, and Barbara Nelson. Bottom right, resident Bill Day, left, 
and Kamiak student Jeremiah Pineda became fast friends when members of 
the Care Crafts Club visited Harbour Pointe Senior Living last week to celebrate 
Valentine’s Day.

see SHOWING HEART page 11  u
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Answers appear in next week’s issue on page 3
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Across
1. Tempe sch.
4. Oyster baby
9. Syrup flavor
14. Range part, abbr.
15. Breathing blockage
16. Deja vu
17. Tennis shots
20. Wrinkly fruit
21. Now Thailand
22. Bean holder
26. Hinged knob
31. Mins. and mins.
32. The euro replaced it
34. Escalator alternative
35. Lady of Spain
37. Closely confined
38. Key moments in 

tennis
42. Adrenaline trigger
43. Beef stick, for 

example
44. Slow tempo 

movements
47. Famous sitarist

48. Printer specification, 
abbr.

51. Wild
53. Revelatory
55. Just slightly
57. Not written
58. Tennis returns
65. Prince William’s 

mother
66. Most populous 

African city
67. Place for a drive
68. Regulate
69. Observers
70. Lode load

Down
1. Hidden trap
2. Play maker
3. Family men
4. Contemptuous 

utterance
5. Antipollution org.
6. Raggedy doll
7. Many wines

8. Kind of surgery for the 
eyes

9. Rockies’ rodent
10. ‘’A long time ___, in  

a galaxy far ...’’
11. Neighbor of Iran, 

abbr.
12. The ___ of the land
13. Naval rank, for short
18. Young goat
19. Gets some sun
23. Tell it to the judge
24. Farm sound
25. Refuse
27. Resort isle near 

Naples
28. Chicken ___
29. Shore soarer
30. Letter series
33. What crowds let out
35. Sealy rival
36. Chopin’s “Polonaise 

in ___ Major, Op. 53”
38. “It’s ___ real!”
39. Spout

40. Menu option
41. Expressionist painter 

Nolde
42. Winter illness
45. Warren Buffett, for 

one
46. Bristles
48. __ dream: optimist’s 

philosophy
49. Gambler
50. “Maybe”
52. The turkey trot, e.g.
54. Internet laughter
56. An invasion time
58. Testing org.
59. Van Gogh’s ‘’Irises,’’ 

e.g.
60. Truly international 

Bollywood star (last 
name)

61. High school subj.
62. Compete (for)
63. Hockey star Bobby, 

for one
64. West coast city part

Sudoku solution appears  
next week on page 3
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Athlete of the Week
Aundra Evans is the Mariner 
Athlete of the Week!  Aundra joined 
Unifi ed Basketball this season for 
the fi rst time. Her enthusiasm and 
mentorship have been a wonderful 

addition to our team. She is always ready to do 
anything that it takes to support our athletes. She 
not only leads the team with her dribbling skills 
on the court, but she also created posters and grab 
bags for all of the players for the Stinky Shoe game. 
We will miss her inspiring presence and leadership, 
but know she has big things ahead in her life. 
Congratulations Aundra!

Aundra Evans
Unifi ed Basketball

Is proud to recognize outstanding
students in our community. D I A M O N D  P R O V I D E R

425-374-8218425-374-8218425-374-8218
827 128th St SW, Suite B

Everett, WA 98204
www.everettbraces.comwww.everettbraces.comwww.everettbraces.com

Moon, who recently lost his grandmother, 
said while visiting her in her final weeks at 
a nursing home, he noticed that few resi-
dents had visitors.

“I noticed that 90% of the residents nev-
er seemed to have visitors,” he said. He en-
couraged more interaction between mem-
bers of the community and isolated seniors. 
Katie hopes the experience inspires more 
teens and adults to spark even the small-
est conversations with others, noting that 
simple moments of connection often “lead 
to more connection.”

“It is so special to meet those seniors 
who have so many stories to share and to 
talk about our lives, even if we only just 
met them,” she said.

u from SHOWING HEART page 10 – Julianne Repman, director of Communica-
tions in the Mukilteo School District, contrib-
uted to this article.

Every Tuesday through March,  Johnny 
Mo’s Pizzeria  at Main Street Commons is 
donating 15% of proceeds to Homage Senior 
Services’ nutrition programs when custom-
ers say one word: “Homage” (pronounced 
“HOM-ij”).

A meal purchase helps an older adult 
neighbor get a hot meal, a margarita, or 
mocktail supports someone on a fixed in-
come, and mentioning “Homage” turns a 
Tuesday dinner into community impact.

In Snohomish County, an estimated 
8,000–11,000 older adults face food insecuri-
ty and are forced to choose between grocer-
ies, medication, or keeping the heat on. Many 
live on fixed incomes stretched impossibly 
thin by rising costs.

For over 50 years, Homage has helped se-
niors and adults with disabilities age in place 
– delivering meals, providing transportation, 
coordinating health care, repairing homes, 
and offering mental health support to more 
than 25,000 people annually. For many home-
bound seniors, a Meals on Wheels delivery 

Meadowdale High School’s annual 
Sports Booster Club auction is March 28, 
at the Lynnwood Neighborhood Center, 
19509 64th Ave W.

This year’s auction, “Boots, Bucks & 
Bids,” aims to raise over $100,000 to sup-
port Maverick athletics. The 21-plus event 
will include games, drinks, dinner, and a 
dessert dash. For the auction, businesses 
from across Snohomish and King coun-
ties have donated items, including Delille 
Winery, Edmonds Kwik N Kleen Car Wash, 
Fox and Bottle, Lynnwood Honda, Mill-
town Nails, Pro Golf Discount, Seattle Se-
lect Basketball, Shoot 360, Starbucks, and 
The Hook.

Meadowdale High School serves approx-

imately 1,500 students, with 48.4% qualify-
ing as low income. One-third of the student 
body participates in sports. The Meadowdale 
Sports Booster Club has existed for decades, 
fundraising through its annual auction and 
its concessions program, affectionately 
known as “The Feedbag.” These fundrais-
ing efforts supplement participation and 
sports fees when district funds are lim-
ited. The club also manages team bank 
accounts so that coaches can focus on 
coaching.

Boosters believe that every student who 
wants to play sports should be able to do 
so, regardless of financial circumstance.

More information:  mavsportsboosters.
org, mavsboosterauction@gmail.com.

Tickets on sale: Meadowdale Sports 
Booster auction is March 28

Saying 1 word at Johnny 
Mo’s Pizzeria will pay off

Photo by Dannie Mullene/Homage Senior Services
From an event at Johnny Mo’s., from left: Lauren 
Or-Farris, Amber Burton, John Genna, co-owner.

may be the only face-to-face interaction they 
have all day, providing not just nourishment, 
but human connection, dignity, and care.

How to participate 
•	 Visit Johnny Mo’s Pizzeria (558 Main 

St., Suite 200, Edmonds) on  any Tues-
day through March 31.

•	 Order anytime between noon and 9 p.m.
•	 Say “Homage” when you order. Only or-

ders that mention “Homage” qualify for the 
donation. 

Gemma Hoag and Ian Sellstone recently 
spent a week in Olympia as pages for Edmonds 
resident and State Rep. Strom Peterson. 

Ian Sellstone is a student at Ed-
monds-Woodway High School. His parents 
are Linda Bliss and Christopher Sellstone. 
He’s passionate about politics, history, geog-
raphy, transit and video games, according to 
the Washington House Democrats in a news 
release. Hoag is a student at Leadership 
Education Academy For Families - LEAF, a 
Snohomish County homeschool co-op. 

“She’s passionate about gymnastics and 
piano,” Peterson said on his Legislative 

Facebook page,” and she brought that 
same focus and energy to the page pro-
gram. I asked her if her week in Olympia 
made her consider going into politics and 
she replied, ‘Maybe.’ I’ll take that as a win.” 

Pages assume a wide variety of respon-
sibilities, from presenting the flags, deliv-
ering messages to members on the House 
floor, and distributing materials through-
out the Capitol campus. Pages support the 
efficient operation of the Legislature while 
also receiving daily civics instruction, 
drafting their own bills, and participating 
in mock committee hearings.

EDMONDSSCHOOLS
Rep. Peterson hosts Gemma 
Hoag, Ian Sellstone, as pages

Photos courtesy Strom Peterson’s office
Strom Peterson with page Ian Sellstone, left, and 
page Gemma Hoag.

@mukilteobeacon
@edmondsbeacon

mukilteobeaconmukilteobeacon
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Classified Ads

INSTRUCTION
LESSONS

VOICE & PIANO LESSONS  
Harwood Studios. 425-246-2850. 
www.harwoodstudios.xyz

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Department Hours: Monday - Thursday: 9 am - 5 pm
Rates:  Starting at $15/wk, for up to 15 words
Online Deadline: Sunday, 11 pm for that week
Place Ads:   Online: edmondsbeacon.com/classifieds

Place an ad in the 
At Your Service Directory

as low as $27.50 /wk. 
classifieds@yourbeacon.net

L.S. CEDAR CO
Top quality western red cedar 
lumber. All sizes & grades. Call 
for prices. We deliver.  206-622-9123

FOR SALE
BUILDING SUPPLIES

At Your Service

Notice to Readers: The Beacon publishes service advertisements from licensed and non-licensed businesses and individuals. You are encour-
aged, for you protection, to ask to see their business license before hiring. Washington State Construction Contractor Law, RCW 18.27, requires 
that all advertisement for construction related services include the contractors current Department of Labor and Industries (LNI) contractor reg-
istration number as well as the registration name of the firm as registered with LNI contractor registration section. Failure to obtain a certificate 
of registration from LNI or show the contractor registration number in all advertising may result in a fine or penalty.  For more information, call 
LNI Specialty Compliance Services division at 800-647-0982 or check the LNI website at www.lni.wa.gov.

Roofing

Snohomish Valley Roofing
Licensed • Bonded • Insured

•Re-Roof •New Construction 
•Repairs •Free Estimates

•Dumpster Rental Available 
Dave Warrick 425 334-3325

425 754-3503Lic. #SNOHOVR014KP

Cleaning

* All equipment & supplies provided
* References provided
* Affordable

www.CleanAndSimpleCleaning.com

425-673-4733
Licensed • insured • Free Estimates
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at compet it ive prices!  

•Free estimates
•All phases of painting

•Power washing 
• Wallpaper removal 

425

231-7292

High Quality 
Painting

Lic. # 
DELLAPI906L4

Painting

Handyman

SERVICES

EDMONDS GARDEN  RESCUE

We offer: Weeding, 
Trimming, Mulch & 
Gravel, Sr. Discounts, 
and much more!

425-329-5934

Happy customers for 18 years!
Call us for a free estimate

Spring is around the corner!

LAWN & GARDEN

EMPLOYMENT
MEDIA SALES

Private Office for Lease -
All-Inclusive | Mukilteo, WA

Private office available inside an 
established professional business 
in Mukilteo. Ideal for a small busi-
ness owner, consultant, therapist, 
or remote professional looking for 
a quiet, professional workspace 
without the hassle of  separate 
utility bills.
What’s Included:
•	 Approx.	100-115	sq	ft	private,	one	

person office with door
•	 Sufficient	 for	 a	 desk,	 couple	 of 	

chairs, file cabinet, printer table 
or bookcase

•	 Sizes	available	8x12	&	9.5x12
•	 Window	with	a	view
•	 Shared	kitchenette	and	restroom
•	 Utilities	 included	 (electricity,	

water, heating/cooling)
•	 High-speed	 internet/Wi-Fi	

included
•	 Clean,	 professional	 environ-

ment
•	 Convenient	 Mukilteo	 location	

with easy access to major routes
Monthly Rent:
$500–$575/month	(all-inclusive)	
(Final	rate	depends	on	term	length	
and services requested)
Details:
•	 Flexible	 lease	 terms	 available.	

Min. 6 month commitment
•	 First,	 last	 and	 $500	 deposit	

required
•	 Discount	 available	 for	 lease	

term paid in full
•	 Ideal	 for	 single-occupant	 or	

light professional use

Outside Media Sales Executive 

Location: Everett, Mill Creek & 
Lynnwood, WA

Company:	Family-Owned	
Community Newspaper & 
Magazine Publisher

Position Type: Contract 
(Commission-Based)

Time Commitment: Minimum 20 
hours per week

About Us: We are a family-owned 
community media company 
proudly serving the Mukilteo, 
Edmonds, and Mill Creek areas. 
Our publications include trusted 
local newspapers and a quarterly 
lifestyle magazine that highlight 
the people, businesses, and sto-
ries that make our communities 
unique. We believe in local jour-
nalism, strong relationships, and 
helping local businesses succeed.
Position Overview: We are seek-
ing a motivated Outside Media 
Sales Executive to sell print and 
digital advertising solutions to 
local businesses across our three 
communities. This is a relation-
ship-driven role ideal for a self-
starter who enjoys being out in the 
community, connecting with busi-
ness owners, and helping them 
grow through effective local adver-
tising. This is a contract position 
with commission-based compen-
sation and a minimum commit-
ment of  20 hours per week.
Key Responsibilities: 
•	 Prospect,	 develop,	 and	 manage	

advertising accounts with local 
businesses

•	 Sell	advertising	solutions	across	
our community newspapers and 
quarterly magazine

•	 Build	 long-term	 relationships	
with new clients

•	 Conduct	 in-person	 and	 phone	
sales meetings

•	 Meet/exceed individual sales goals
•	 Collaborate	 with	 internal	 team	

on ad placement, deadlines, and 
client needs

•	 Represent	 the	 company	 profes-
sionally within the community

Qualifications:
•	 Previous	 sales	 experience	 pre-

ferred	 (media	 or	 advertising	
sales a plus)

•	 Strong	 communication	 and	
interpersonal skills

•	 Self-motivated	with	the	ability	to	
manage time independently

•	 Comfortable	 with	 commission-
based compensation

•	 Reliable	transportation	for	local	
travel

•	 Personal	 computer	 with	
Microsoft Word & Excel soft-
ware, and to access company 
email and documents

Compensation:
•	 Uncapped	 commission-based	

pay
•	 Flexible	 schedule	 with	 a	 mini-

mum of  20 hours per week
•	 Opportunity	 to	 grow	 income	

through strong performance and 
repeat clients

Why Join Us?
•	 Work	 with	 a	 respected,	 family-

owned local media company
•	 Flexible	contract	arrangement
•	 Meaningful	 work	 supporting	

local businesses and community 
storytelling

•	 Established	 publications	 with	
strong community presence

How to Apply: Please submit a 
brief  introduction and resume 
outlining your sales experience 
and interest in community media, 
to: gm@yourbeacon.net. Please be 
sure	to	include	ATTN:	HIRING	in	
the subject line.
The company is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer and sup-
ports diversity in the workplace.

Cleaning

* All equipment & supplies provided
* References provided
* Affordable

www.CleanAndSimpleCleaning.com

425-673-4733
Licensed • insured • Free Estimates

At Your Service

REAL ESTATE
OFFICE FOR LEASE

EMPLOYMENT
MEDIA SALES

REAL ESTATE
OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

•	 No	 hidden	 fees	 —	 one	 simple	
monthly payment

This is a great option for someone 
who wants a professional office 
setting without the overhead of  a 
traditional commercial lease. 
Contact Jenn at 425-347-5634 to 
schedule a tour or for more details.

Clean & Simple Cleaning
Residential	housecleaning, 

all supplies provided. Licensed & 
Insured. 425-673-4733. www.Clean 

andSimpleCleaning.com

SERVICES
CLEANING

ervisor; and operator 1, 2, or 3.) Parks Direc-
tor Angie Feser presented a proposal to add 
a second parks lead position by converting 
an existing senior parks maintenance work-
er role, a change she described as addressing 
a span of control problem that has created 
bottlenecks in day-to-day field operations. 

Under the present structure, a single parks 
lead serves as the primary point of contact 
for 12 to 15 parks maintenance workers, co-
ordinating daily work assignments entirely 
by phone and verbal communication, as the 
department does not currently use an elec-
tronic work order system. 

“It’s minimal,” Feser said. “We can absorb 
it in our budget, and we will create a much 
more efficient system with individuals.”

The proposed change would promote an 
existing staff member already in the City’s 
aquatic operations into the new lead role. 
The chosen individual would continue per-
forming hands-on field work alongside su-
pervisor duties, consistent with how park 
leads operate. The restructuring would 
also effectively split the current crew into 
two groups of roughly six workers each, 
with only one lead overseeing each unit. 

The budget impact would be about 
$5,500 annually in salary, Feser said.  The 
committee reached consensus to forward 
the item to the consent agenda. 

The committee agreed to send the parks 
maintenance conversion to consent first, 
then bring the broader ordinance amend-
ment to consent the following week once 
the prior item had been approved. 

•	 Nite Wave’s Whiplash Smile: Billy Idol.
•	 Outshined: Soundgarden and Chris 

Cornell.
•	 Nikki & The Fast Times: Edmonds ’80s 

rock band.
•	 Richard Taylor Jr.: Rock, pop, and R&B.
A VIP section includes limited seating and 

bistro tables for Main Stage viewing, plus ac-

cess to a VIP bar and portable toilets.
Announcements are forthcoming on 

food vendors, new additions, and the Sat-
urday Family Zone. Two-day $100 VIP 
tickets ($113.79 with fees) and one-day $25 
($31.44 with fees) general admission tick-
ets are on sale now at an early bird rate; 
one-day VIP and general admission tickets 
on sale starting March 1. Tickets are not 
refundable for any reason, the chamber 

reports.
The Edmonds Block Party is the Ed-

monds Chamber’s annual fundraising 
event, supporting year-round program-
ming of free community events such as the 
Fourth of July Parade, Edmonds Classic 
Car Show, Halloween Trick-or-Treat and 
the Edmonds Tree Lighting Ceremony.

“Your attendance helps us continue 
building a vibrant Edmonds community,” 

said chamber President and CEO Ryan 
Crowther. “Special thanks to this year’s 
sponsors, Edmonds Landing by Cogir, The 
Plumbing Physician, and Edmonds Village 
Senior Living.”

For more information on sponsorships 
and partnerships, contact Geo Newland at 
geo@edmondschamber.com. 

More information: edmondsblockparty.
com

racism. But brown skin is not a get-out-
of-jail-free card when it comes to hateful 
conduct. Rebranding his sexism as “ma-
chismo” does not make it OK. Hate is hate, 
whatever language it’s sung in.

“Tití Me Preguntó.” “Safaera.” “El Apa-
gón.” “Party.” These are some of the songs 
he sang. I encourage Ms. Montalvo to Goo-
gle these lyrics and reflect. Are you still a 
fan? Or does his disregard for half the hu-
man race cast a pall on his performance? I 
await your answer.

Jess Grant
Perrinville

Maria A. Montalvo responds: I appreciate the 
comments and understand how it would be 
difficult to translate the lyrics accurately and 
with cultural context. It is important to be 
thorough in our assessments of men, especially 
during these times. A female academic from 
Puerto Rico has written a book translating 
and, more importantly, interpreting Bad Bun-
ny’s lyrics. Bad Bunny has been vocal in his 
condemnation of sexual violence, has promot-
ed women’s autonomy, and has expressed ex-
tremely respectful positions on gender norms, 
women’s rights, and the LGBTQ+ community, 
which again, is very important with so many 
critical areas where women and girls are being 
exploited and abused.

torney acting as a guardian of the public 
interest?  Despite yearly “attorney evalu-
ations,” there has been no independent, 
big-picture review of the cumulative legal 
costs, risks, and outcomes.

When you add up the disputes, settle-
ments, appeals, and high-stakes projects, 
we are easily past millions of dollars in 
legal spending. Lighthouse’s contract runs 
through 2028, but the City Council can is-
sue a new request for qualifications.

There is something you can do. Ask 
questions via public comment, request 

that the council open up the process and 
bring in an independent legal perspective, 
and finally, scrutinize whether the current 
representation truly serves Edmonds tax-
payers.

Many public records requests have al-
ready been filed; the fragments of the story 
are there. What’s missing is a public deci-
sion to change course.

Edmonds needs a new legal partner who 
defends taxpayers and the rule of law with-
out opinions. You can voice your opinion.

And now you know the rest of the story.
Documents relating to this column can be 

found at dianebuckshnis.com.

2022: Council intends to conduct an assess-
ment of the performance of Lighthouse Law 
Group, but does not have enough time due 
to Council workload. Lighthouse Law Group 
contract will expire at end of 2022. Council 
approves a one-year contract to Lighthouse, 
and specifically selects an hourly rate compen-
sation option.

2022: Council adopts Ordinance 4279, up-
dating ECC 2.05 The city attorney and city 
prosecutor. The code revision added a per-
manent standing legal assessment commit-
tee of councilmembers to conduct an annual 
evaluation of the city attorney. (This section 
was updated in 2023 to further clarify that 
this legal assessment committee may make a 
recommendation to the entire council to con-
tinue with the professional service contract, 
publicize a request for a proposal process, or 

seek transition to legal services provided by in-
house employees of the City.

2023: Council receives an assessment of the 
services of Lighthouse Law Group, conducted 
by the legal assessment work group.

2023: Council receives a comparative anal-
ysis of legal service models and costs of cities 
similar to Edmonds. Council makes decision to 
continue contracting legal services with Light-
house Law Group. Council later approves a 
five-year contract with Lighthouse.

2024: Legal Assessment Committee is for-
malized for annual assessments for city attor-
ney and prosecutor. Assessments to then be 
presented to council.

2024: Legal Assessment Committee con-
ducted assessment of the city attorney, pre-
sented to city council.

2025: Legal Assessment Committee con-
ducted an assessment of the city attorney that 
is presented to city council.
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